HI 696K Biography and History

Historiographical Essay Topics

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
George Urbaniak, Adolf Hitler Biographies
             Students should approach this historiographical paper with an eye to the differences between previous biographies and that of Ian Kershaw which will be discussed in class. In so far as possible, students should make an effort in their 20 page papers to explain the differences particularly in terms of methodology and sources.  

            In order to orient themselves among the mass of Hitler biographies students might find it helpful to begin by reading three books:

John Lukas, The Hitler of History (1997)

Ron Rosenbaum, Explaining Hitler: The Search for the Origins of his Evil (1999)

Gerhard Schreiber, Hitler Interpretationen, 1923-1983 (1984)

         Students should select any 12 books relevant to the biography of Hitler (possibly including the 3 listed above) from the Trellis catalogue but, at a minimum, six should be taken from the book review list as these are recognized as being particularly worthy or controversial.  (Given the historical literature on this topic, students willing and able to read relevant books in German should be given priority.)
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Examine the various biographies of the great Liberator of Spanish America, Simón Bolívar (1783-1830).  Note the various points of contention, the schools of thought, the nationalistic interpretations, ideological strains, sources, methodologies etc. 

Examine the various biographies of the great Precursor of Latin American independence, Francisco de Miranda (1750-1816).  Note the various points of contention, the schools of thought, the nationalistic interpretations, ideological strains, sources, methodologies etc.

Examine the various biographies of the most famous leader of the Haitian Revolution, Toussaint L’Ouverture (17  - 1803).  Note the various points of contention, the schools of thought, the nationalistic interpretations, ideological strains, issues of race, sources, methodologies etc.

Examine the various biographies of the iconic revolutionary Ernesto “Che” Guevara ( -1967).  Note the various points of contention, the schools of thought, the nationalistic interpretations, ideological strains, sources, methodologies etc.
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· Lives of Girls and Women: Biography in the Feminine Form

· Biography as Iconography: Celebrity Lives

· Biography as Cultural History
· Race and Representation in Biography
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