History 696 J
1968: The World Transfromed
This seminar focuses on a specialized historical topic -- the events of 1968 in world history.  The Tet offensive in the Vietnam War, the anti-war movement in America, the assassinations of Martin Luther King, Jr., and Robert F. Kennedy, the urban riots in response to King's murder, and the police riot against demonstrators at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago linked America  to a cycle of violence and spontaneous social movement spreading around the globe.  We will consider student movements in Paris, Prague, and Mexico City, but also the role that poetry, music, art, and film played in creating what was arguably a world wide cultural movement as much as a political one. What perhaps distinguishes this year from all others is the confluence of the most reactionary and progressive forces in the same year.  Police and military repression was at its height in the United States, Mexico, much of Asia and Eastern Europe, while at the same time a remarkable idealism coursed through the same nations, often generated by young people.
This course is team taught and will be offered one-third of the time on each of the three campuses of the Tri-University Program. 
Requirements and grading:

Attendance is crucial.  A large proportion of the final grade is set aside for participation and a deduction of 3% from the final grade will be made for each class missed.  Of course, participation grades are not given simply for attending, but for participating actively, intelligently and positively in the class discussions.  You will know that a class is going well if the instructor does not speak very much.  In addition to participation, all students will write one book summary as well as an historiographical essay.

Book review (5 pages): 20%

Participation: 30%

Historiograpical Essay (20 pages): 50%

Sign up/registration for essays:

Because this course is team taught, students must sign up in advance to work on a particular topic.  Sign up sheets will be available in class beginning with the introductory class.   Students may only write on a topic for which they have signed up in advance.  There is a limit of three spaces available for each book review and two spaces for each historiographical topic. 

Book Review

Students choose one of the books from the book review reading list and present a critical evaluation of that work.  Book reviews are due in the week the topic of the book is covered. 

The book review should deal with the following topics:

1) Author: information relevant to understanding the author and his/her work should be collected.  Is there anything in their biography that might influence the way they approach their subject? Do they, for example, subscribe to an ideology or a school of thought? What other works have they written?  How does this study fit into the corpus of their work?  

2) What is the context of the book?  What else is available on this topic and what are the book’s major rivals?  The easiest way to find this information is through book reviews (JSTOR and Book Review Index)

3) What is the main argument of the book? Does it make a convincing case?

4) Dissect the structure of the book - how is it organized? What is the topic of and main argument of each chapter?  Do the different chapters use the same methodology and sources?  Provide notes on each chapter appropriate for your own purposes, so that if you ever need to read the book again, the chapter summary will give you a clear impression of what you will find in the book.

5) How was the book received by historians and reviewers? You should summarize the main points of as many book reviews as you can find.  Did you find any of the reviews especially fair or unfair?

6) What overall conclusion can you draw from your reading of the book?  What did you learn from it?  What did you find convincing or unconvincing in it?

Historiographical Essay:

Students may choose to write a histoiographical essay dealing with the subject of any  of the weekly  classes.  They must sign up for a topic with an instructor in advance, however, and must consult the instructor of that class in order to define their topic. Like a research essay, an historiographical review must have a thesis.  It can be a fairly simple thesis - argument A (offered in these 6 works) is good and argument B (offered in these 6 works) is bad - but it must have a point which pulls together the works under consideration.  The next job is to organize the works read into broad interpretive schools and to explain what the works have in common and how they differ from works you are grouping in other interpretive schools.  Then bounce the books/schools off against each other: how are they organized, how are the sources used or the methods followed the same/different; what are the main arguments of each and which is more successful at proving its point.  The most important aspect of a comparative review is your assessment of the relative merits of each of the works or “schools” of interpretation.  But remember, you cannot just state that you think author A is an idiot; you have to provide the evidence to prove it.  The historiographical review should deal with at least 12 major works (or the equivalent in articles: 2 articles = a monograph) including the work assigned in the class.  
Schedule
5 May  The Cold War and 1968.
Instructor: D. Monod

Room:  WLU Woods Building 4-103

Reading:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Jeremy Suri, Power and Protest: Global Revolution and the Rise of Detente.

12 May   Vietnam 1968
Instructor: A. Hunt

Room: UW Hagey Hall-117

Reading: Ronald H. Spector, After Tet: The Bloodiest Year in Vietnam.

19 May:  1968 in America
Instructor: A. Hunt

Room:  UW Hagey Hall 117
Reading: Charles Kaiser, 1968 in America. Grove Press.
26 May:  China 
Instructor: B. Chiasson

Room: WLU Woods Building 4-103

Reading: Rana Mitter, A Bitter Revolution: China's struggle with the Modern World  Oxford UP and Mobo Gao, The battle for China's Past: Mao and the Cultural revolution, Pluto Press.
2 June :  Decolonization
Instructor: D. Gorman
Room: UW Hagey Hall 117
Theme: The revolutionary events of 1968 took place within a broader context of global change in the 1960s, including the wave of decolonization which swept the globe.  This seminar will place the events of 1968 within the context of decolonization, paying particular attention to how messages of revolution in the colonial world were connected to change in the West.

Readings
· UN- Declaration on Granting Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples (1960).

· Wm. Roger Louis with Ronald Robinson, “The Imperialism of Decolonization,” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 1994 

OR

Wm. Roger Louis, “The Dissolution of the British Empire in the Era of Vietnam”, @   http://www.historians.org/info/AHA_History/wmrlouis.cfm 
· Franz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (1963) Part I: “On Violence”
· “Pan-Africanism and Liberation,” [Chp. 25] in General History of Africa, Vol. VIII – Africa since 1935, ed. Ali A. Mazrui (1993), 744-766.
[This is part of the UNESCO General History of Africa, and is available in the Govt. Publications Section @ Call # UN9 ES 9370G23 vol. 8]

· Odd Arne Westad, “The crisis of decolonization: Southern Africa,” in The Global Cold War, 207-249.
9 June:  Canada
Instructor: M. Hayday

Room:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MacKinnon Building, Room 309
Readings: 

Paul Litt, "Trudeaumania: Participatory Democracy in the Mass-Mediated
Nation" http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/canadian_historical_review/v089/89.1.litt.html 

Stephen Clarkson and Christina McCall, "Chapter 5: Coming to Charisma" in
_Trudeau and Our Times.  Volume 1: The Magnificent Obsession_ (Toronto:
McClelland & Stewart, 1990).  

Pierre Elliott Trudeau, "New Treason of the Intellectuals" in _Federalism
and the French Canadians_ (Toronto: MacMillan, 1968).

René Lévesque, "A Country that Must be Made" and "The Snare of Bilingualism"
in _An Option for Quebec_ (Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1968).

Gerard Pelletier, "1968: Language Policy and the Mood in Quebec" in _Towards
a Just Society: The Trudeau Years_, ed. Thomas S. Axworthy and Pierre
Elliott Trudeau (Toronto: Viking, 1990).

Mark Levine, "Chapter 4: Linguistic Crises and Policy Responses, 1967-1969"
in _The Reconquest of Montreal: Language Policy and Social Change in a
Bilingual City_ (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1990).

16 June: Mexico 
Instructor: K. Racine

Room:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MacKinnon Building, Room 309
Readings: 

Angell, Alan.  “Classroom Maoists: The Politics of Peruvian Schoolteachers under the 
    Military Government.”  Bulletin of Latin American Research   1, #2 (1982): 1-20.
    [available in J-Stor]
    
Nunn, Frederick.  “Professional Militarism in 20th c Peru: Historical Background of the Golpe
    de Estado of 1968.”  Hispanic American Historical Review 59, #3 (1979): 391-417.
    [available in J-Stor]

Philip, George.  “The Soldier as Radical: The Peruvian Military Government, 1968-1975.”  Journal of Latin American Studies   8, #1, (May 1976): 29-51.

Poniatowska, Elena.  “The Student Movement of 1968.”  In The Mexico Reader, 
    eds Gilbert Joseph  and Timothy Henderson.  Duke UP: 2002, pp.555-569.

Zolov, Eric.  “Showcasing the Land of Tomorrow: Mexico and the 1968 Olympics.”  
    The Americas   61, #2 (October 2004): 159-188.      [available Project Muse]
23 June:  The Olympics
Instructor: A. McDougall

Room:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MacKinnon Building, Room 309
Readings:

Guttmann, A., 'Sport, Politics and the Engaged Historian', Journal of

Contemporary History, 38:3 (Jul 2003), 363-75

Hill, J., 'Sport and Politics', Journal of Contemporary History, 38:3 (Jul

2003), 355-61

Guttmann, A., The Olympics: A History of the Modern Games 2nd. edn. (Urbana:

University of Illinois Press, 2002), ch. 9 (125-40)

Hartmann, D., Race, Culture and the Revolt of the Black Athlete: The 1968

Olympic Protests and Their Aftermath (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,

2003), ch. 5 (133-66)

Witherspoon, K., Before the Eyes of the World: Mexico and the 1968 Olympic

Games (DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 2008), chs. 4 and 5

(104-40)

30 June:   Paris 
Instructor: G. Urbaniak

Room: WLU Woods Building 4-103

Reading:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Michael Seidman, The Imaginary Revolution: Parisian Students and Workers in 1968.  Berghahn Books.
 7 July:  The Prague Spring 
Instructor: L. Friesen

Room: WLU Woods Building 4-103

Reading: Kieran Williams, The Prague Spring and its Aftermath.  Cambridge UP
14 July:  The Middle East
Instructor: G. Brockett

Room: WLU Woods Building 4-103

Reading: Isablella Ginor and Gideon Remez, Foxbats over Dimona: The Soviets' Nuclear Gamble in the Six Day War. Yale UP.
21 July:  My Lai
Instructor: John Sbardellati
Room: UW Hagey Hall 117
Readings: My Lai Primary Documents

1. PAVN Political Section Report on Massacre at My Lai." U.S. translation, CDEC Log No. 12-2391-69, of a document captured 19 December 1969, possibly written by the Political Section of the 209th Regiment, PAVN 7th Division, describing the My Lai Massacre [PDF]

2. Seymour M. Hersh, "My Lai 4: A Report on the Massacre and its Aftermath." A set of excerpts from his book, My Lai 4: A Report on the Massacre and its Aftermath, published in Harper's Magazine, May 1970, pp. 53-84 [PDF]

3. Captain Jordan J. Paust, "My Lai and Vietnam: Norms, Myths and Leader Responsibility." Military Law Review, Vol. 57 (Summer 1972), pp. 99-187. [PDF: note this includes whole journal, but only read this article]

4. DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE COURT MARTIAL OF WILLIAM L. CALLEY http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/mylai/MYL_calt.HTM [no PDF available—please read documents on link]

5. Hugh Thompson and Ron Ridenhour, "Vietnam Testimony: Two Veterans Recount Their Roles at My Lai." Louisiana Cultural Vistas (Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities), Winter 1995-96, pp. 22-29. Transcripts of statements by Thompson and Ridenhour at a conference at Tulane University in 1994 [PDF]

My Lai in History and Memory: Secondary Sources

1. Eben J. Muse, “From Lt. Calley to John Rambo: Repatriating the Vietnam War,” Journal of American Studies, Vol. 27 (1993), pp. 88-92

2. Carol Becker, “Pilgrimage to My Lai: Social Memory and the Making of Art,” Art Journal, Vol. 62, No. 4 (Winter, 2003), pp. 51-65

3. Kendrick Oliver, “Atrocity, Authenticity and American Exceptionalism: (Ir)rationalising the Massacre at My Lai,” Journal of American Studies, Vol. 37 (2003), pp. 247–268

4. Claude Cookman, “An American Atrocity: The My Lai Massacre Concretized in a Victim’s Face,” Journal of American History, Vol. 94 (June 2007), pp. 154-162.

4 August – historiographical essays due 

